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Today’s global economy is principally based on the exploitation of the world’s non-renewable 
natural resources as both sources of energy and raw materials for manufacture. 

The exploitation of these resources is in many cases gathering pace, from the deforestation 
of the world’s jungles & forests to the extraction of coal and oil from the Earth’s crust, all 
these actions exploit finite natural resources. Furthermore, the processing and use of these 
raw materials often has a detrimental effect upon both urban and natural habitats and the 
atmosphere.

At some point in the future we will all have to move to a sustainable global economy built on 
using renewable energy sources and better managed natural resources. With this in mind 
Dams are playing their part in the move towards a sustainable economy.

Chris Scott
Managing Director
Dams Furniture Limited

FEATURES & BENEFITS

•  Dams use ABS edging around our desks as 
opposed to Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC), ABS 
is recyclable, reusable, non-toxic & non-
carcinogenic

•  PVC cannot be effectively recycled due to the 
many different toxic additives used to soften or 
stabilize

•  Most consumers do not know that a 3 in the 
recycle symbol indicates that the plastic is made 
of PVC, and therefore recycle those products, 
inadvertently rendering thousands of potentially 
recycled containers useless.  In fact just one 
PVC bottle can contaminate a recycling load of 
100,000 PET bottles. 

Source: www.besafenet.com

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
FOREWORD

We could all do more to help the environment, that is why choosing Dams ensures you are 
helping the natural world. 

This year Dams are on target to be become EN ISO 14001:2004 compliant. EN ISO 
14001:2004 is a voluntary certificate that Dams are persuing to enhance our environmental 
credentials.  This is an internationally recognised standard that will ensure we reduce our 
negative impact upon the environment.

All of the particle board used by Dams is both FSC & PEFC compliant. FSC (Forestry 
Stewardship Council) & PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
schemes) are non-profit organisations concerned with ensuring the responsible and 
sustainable management of forests. 

Both organisations have international recognition and work to ensure that the world’s forests 
are managed in a responsible manner.

For more information please visit either www.fsc.org or www.pefc.org 

FEATURES & BENEFITS

•  The ‘Urban Forest’ is defined as wood that 
has previously been used and discarded and 
provides significant environmental benefits by:

- Diverting waste wood from landfill sites and/or 
incineration

- Avoiding the use of incineration reduces the level 
of CO2 emissions into the atmosphere

•  Recycled wood from the ‘Urban Forest’ offers a 
sustainable solution to other wood based board 
products. 

•  The UK currently consumes about 3% of the 
world’s wood consumption. The UK has only 
about 1% of the world’s population, but has 
three times the world’s average per capita 
consumption rate of wood.  

Source: www.wasteonline.org.uk

AN ENVIRONMENTALLY AWARE ORGANISATION



Dams have introduced the concept of ‘Desk Miles’ to the company this is the distance 
products travel during manufacture, from raw materials to finished goods and onward to the 
customer.  

Part of this concept includes sourcing raw materials locally such as metal work, fabrics and 
particle board. This helps contribute not only to the local economy but also to the environment. 
Dams utilise the latest satellite tracking technology to plan the route of each vehicle in their 
fleet, across the UK. A special team, located in our head office, control and organise each 
delivery as efficiently and with as little environmental impact as possible.

Local distribution centres break down bulk shipments, from the factory, into smaller loads. 
These loads are then delivered to the customer using a fleet of smaller vehicles more suited to 
urban routes than larger vehicles. The benefit to you as a user or purchaser is that you can be 
assured of the environmental validity of the products manufactured and supplied by us.

•  All of the particle board used by Dams is both 
FSC & PEFC compliant.

•  The UK contributes about 2% to global 
manmade emissions, which, according to the 
IPCC, were, estimated to be 38 billion tonnes 
of carbon dioxide in 2004. CO2  accounted for 
about 85% of the UK’s manmade greenhouse 
gas emissions in 2006. 

Source: DEFRA

FEATURES & BENEFITS

Dams have recently invested heavily in new packaging technology and processes to reduce 
our dependence on cardboard packaging, this has also helped to reduce waste through 
damages. The aim is to avoid the environmental expense of replacing damaged goods whilst 
avoiding/minimising the environmental expense of waste packaging. Our installation teams 
return all packaging to the company for recycling once the installation is complete. 

To avoid using landfill sites and incinerators our waste products like cardboard, paper, wood 
and plastic are separated for recycling. Dams head office use waste wood from the factory 
to power the central heating system. This reduces the need to burn polluting fossil fuels.To 
reduce waste even further we have worked closely with our suppliers to reduce the amount of 
component and finished product packaging arriving at the company’s factories. This reduces 
waste and the overall weight of the packaged product this helps to reduce fuels costs and the 
carbon footprint of finished products, during transit.

At the end of every desk’s working life Dams can recycle the product thanks to our policy of 
working with ecologically sound materials and suppliers. Our desks can be separated into their 
constituent parts and returned to our suppliers for reprocessing and recycling.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

•  Every day Dams help prevent thousands of 
tonnes of post consumer recycled wood going to 
landfill sites in the UK.

•  Each year approximately 111 million tonnes of 
controlled waste (household, commercial and 
industrial waste) are disposed of in landfill sites 
in the UK.

Source: Encyclopaedia of the Atmospheric 
Environment

WASTE & RECYCLING

TRANSPORT & DISTRIBUTION



We all know the business world is full of competition but sometimes two companies form a 
partnership that is mutually beneficial. 

This is exactly what has happened between Dams and Sonae. Dams have been located in 
Knowsley just North of Liverpool for approximately forty years. Several years ago Sonae, an 
international supplier of high quality particle board, built a recycling/manufacturing plant right 
on our doorstep. 

Since then both companies have worked together for a better environment and have both 
benefited from this mutual partnership. This has also helped to reduce the ‘Desk Miles’ of most 
of our products.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

•  Dams use of recycled materials helps prevent 
the felling of over 400,000 trees per year.

•  Each day at least 80,000 acres (32,300 ha) 
of forest disappear from the Earth. At least 
another 80,000 acres (32,300 ha) of forest are 
degraded. Despite increased awareness of the 
importance of these forests, deforestation rates 
have not slowed. 

•  Analysis of figures from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) shows 
that tropical deforestation rates increased 8.5% 
from 2000-2005 when compared with the 
1990s, while loss of primary forests may have 
expanded by 25% over the same period.

Source: www.mongabay.com

Sonae is committed to meeting its legal (environmental) responsibilities and the Knowsley 
site operates an Environmental Management System (EMS) to the ISO 14001 standard 
(Certification/Quality).  The Knowsley site also adheres to a Sonae Industria Group 
Environmental Policy.  

The Knowsley plant which opened in July 2000 was specifically designed to use recycled wood 
fibre.  Currently around 96% of material used at Knowsley is recycled. 

By reclaiming the raw materials from the urban environment or ‘Urban Forest’ Dams & Sonae 
are reducing the strains placed upon the World’s forests and jungles alike.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

•  96% of Sonae’s products are made from 
recycled materials!

•  Sonae have processed in excess of 2 million 
tonnes of waste wood and are the UK’s largest 
recycler of waste wood material.

•  It is estimated that each year up to 420,000 
tonnes of waste wood is produced by 
households, or deposited at civic amenity sites in 
the UK.  Packaging (pallets and crates) produce 
a further 670,000 tonnes, and construction and 
demolition 750,000 tonnes.

Source: www.wasteonline.org.uk

SONAE ‘A PERFECT BUSINESS PARTNER’

PARTNERS IN BUSINESS; DAMS & SONAE



As an office furniture manufacturer, Dams International Ltd recognises that our operations 
have an effect on the local, national and global environment. As a consequence of this, the 
company is committed to achieving continual improvement in environmental performance 
and the prevention of pollution. 

As a growing business, we recognize that the pursuit of economic growth and a healthy 
environment must be closely linked, and that ecological protection and sustainable 
development are everyone’s responsibility.

Dams is committed to conducting its operations in compliance with all existing environmental 
legislation and applicable industry environmental standards.  

The Managing Director is responsible to the Board for the company’s overall performance and 
implementation of this policy through the Environmental Management System.  The Health and 
Safety Manager has day-to-day responsibility for the implementation of the policy and reports 
directly to the Managing Director in this regard. 

The company has established mechanisms to identify and quantify the significance of the 
company’s environmental impacts.  Similarly, mechanisms have been established to identify 
and subsequently review environmental objectives and targets within an Environmental 
Improvement Programme.  

Progress on the Environmental Improvement Programme and proposed alterations will be 
reported to the Board on an annual basis for approval.

This policy will be communicated to staff through the intranet and company briefings, and staff 
will receive the training necessary to fulfill their role within the Environmental Management 
System. 

This policy statement will be made available to the public via the Dams website and the Board 
will review the policy and Environmental Management System on an annual basis.

Chris Scott
Managing Director
Dams Furniture Limited
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